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Read Matthew 2:1-15 
 
Christmas, as shadow, is laced with significance and meaning.  It is possible to lose oneself in 
the shadow, but for those who look past the shadow and see God there is power in this 
moment.  One of the memories from my childhood was the impossibility of sleep the night 
before Christmas day.  I remember looking under the tree to see which ones had my name on 
them, knowing more were to come.  If my parents where not looking, I would pick up the box 
and attempt to discover its contents through x-ray vision, shaking, and carefully lifted flaps.  I 
would go to bed longing for the morning when I would receive presents.  That sense of 
longing and anticipation is what can now mark our lives.   
 
What I now find fascinating is how all this in shadow form is always short lived.  The shadow 
can never do for us what only God can.  There will always be an emptiness after all shadow.  
Yet God would have us mark the shadow as a reminder of the richness of the substance.  There 
is a great return coming, and in that day no tears or sorrows of separation will ever mark us 
again.  For that day, for Him we long. 
 
If we understand the Story correctly, there is a promise and then prolonged longing and 
anticipation for the fulfillment.  The potential for us to be lost in the Story is highly probable.  If 
we are not intentional we will be swallowed up by the shadow.  It is possible to live in the 
shadow, see past the image and still look fully into His face.   
 
Are you one who longs or have you become blinded by the shadow?  Jesus Christ is the 
fulfillment of the promise and the completion of the picture.  If such speech is foreign to you, 
then I invite you to come to the Christ for the saving of your immortal soul. 
 
With His coming there is hope, healing, and wholeness.  Listen to how His coming is described 
in Isaiah and read by our Lord in the synagogue in Nazareth of Galilee. 
 

14 “And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the 
surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 16 And He came to 
Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and 
stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found 
the place where it was written, 18 ‘THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, 
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM 
THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.’ 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; 
and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22 And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words 
which were falling from His lips; and they were saying, ‘Is this not Joseph's son?’” (Luke 4:14-22). 

 
Do you believe?  Today we ask the same question and our eternal destiny rests on how we 
answer that question. 


